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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 


Patent Application No.: Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-001461 

Examiner's Notice Date: August 28, 2008 

Examiner: Tadashi TERASAWA 4424 3I00 

Attorneys for Applicant: Takehiko SUZUYE (other 3 attorneys) 

Applied Sections: Section 29 (1), Section 29 (2), and Section 36 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailing date hereof, 

REASONS 

1 . The application fails to satisfy the requirements under 
Section 36 (6)(ii) of the Patent Law r on the grounds that the claims 
are defective In the following respects. 

2. The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (1 ) (iii) of the 
Patent Law as being described in the following publication 
distributed in Japan or a foreign country prior to this application or 
the invention made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to this 
application. 

3. The invention is unpatentable under Section 29 (2) of the 
Patent Law, as being such that the invention could easily have 
been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the 
following publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign country 
prior to this application or the invention made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a 
foreign country prior to this application. 

REMARKS 

Re: Reason 1 
- Claim 1 
-Note 

In claim 1, the recitation "amount of force applied to the retaining means 
in the up and down direction by the inclined supporting mechanism" is unclear 
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as regards what kind offeree is indicated thereby, and the "counter weight" for 
adjusting the amount offeree is unclear as regards what kind of member it is. 

Therefore, the invention defined in claim 1 is unclear. 

In view of the specification and the drawings of the present application, 
the counter weight is merely assigned with reference numerals 19, 38 and 66. 

Re: Reasons 2 and 3 

- Claims 1 and 2 

- Reference 1 

- Note 

As stated above, the "counter weight" of the invention defined in claim 1 
of the present application is unclear In this case, however, in view of the 
specification and the drawings, in particular, the description in paragraph [0017], 
consideration will be made on an assumption that a counter weight is a member 
for "canceling a moment of inertia (rotation) generated around the axis 02 by a 
weight object formed by collecting such members as the retaining arm 16, the 
endoscope 17, and a TV camera 18". 

The invention defined in claim 2 of the present application (invention 
comprising all the matters of defining the inventions recited in claims 1 and 2) 
and the invention described in Reference 1 will be compared. 

The "retaining portion 13" of the invention described in Reference 1 
corresponds to the "retaining means" of the invention defined in claim 1 of the 
present application in terms of function, structure, etc. Similarly, the "setting 
portion 1" of Reference 1 corresponds to the "base portion" of claim 1 r "first 
parallel linking mechanism 16" to "moving means", "rotatable" to "inclinable", 
"linking mechanism 11" to "inclined supporting mechanism", and "free switch 17" 
to "input switch". 

Also, the "counterweight 21" of the invention described in Reference 1 
corresponds to the "counter weight" of the invention defined in claim 1 of the 
present application in terms of function, structure, etc. Further, the invention 
described in Reference 1 can grasp the retaining portion 13, thus can be 
regarded as including "grasping portion". 

Therefore, there is no difference in matters of defining the invention 
between the invention defined in claim 2 and the invention described in 
Reference 1 . 
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Hence, the invention defined in claim 2 is similar to the invention 
described in Reference 1 and is easily conceivable for a person skilled in the art 
based on the invention described in Reference 1 , thus is unpatentable under 
Section 29 (1){iii) and Section 29 (2) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

Reference Cited: 

1. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2001-258903 

Prior Art Search Report 

Searched Field: IPC A61B 19/00 

Prior-Art Documents): 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 


Should you have any questions about this Office Action or like to have an 
interview, please contact the following: 

Yusuke KANKE, Welfare/Service Equipment, Patent Examination Department 2 
TEL 03-3581-1101 (Ext) 3346 
FAX 03-3501-0672 
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